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Tools of the Trade

This workshop will help you become familiar with Correct Code and Clinical Edits 
and the role they play in your office.

Before beginning, please click on the “Notes” tab in the left-hand navigation
to find additional information.

Print a copy of this workshop.
Revised July 2010 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This workshop provides basic information regarding Regence’s correct code and clinical edits and is not a guarantee of payment.  It does not replace Regence medical, reimbursement and/or administrative policy.
 
Note: Pharmacy prior authorization information and forms are available on the RegenceRx® Web site, www.regencerx.com/physician.  Pharmacy codes are not included in the Regence Customized and Significant Clinical Edits.  

http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/workshop/self-paced/administrative-and-billing/index.html�
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Objectives

At the completion of this provider workshop, you should be 
able to:

•Understand the Medicare National Correct Coding Initiative 
(NCCI) and Regence’s Correct Code Editor (CCE) 

•Locate the Regence Coding Toolkit 
•Access Medicare’s NCCI edits
•Access Regence Customized and Significant Clinical Edits, 

including Regence CCE
• Know where to find additional information
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NCCI

• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
developed the NCCI to promote national correct coding 
methodologies and to control improper coding leading to 
inappropriate payment of Medicare Part B claims. 

• The purpose of the NCCI edits is to prevent improper payment 
when incorrect code combinations are reported.

• CMS coding policies are based on coding conventions defined 
in the American Medical Association's (AMA) Current 
Procedural Terminology (CPT®) manual, national and local 
policies and edits, coding guidelines developed by national 
societies, analysis of standard medical and surgical practices 
and a review of current coding practices.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions about specific NCCI edits may be submitted in writing to:

National Correct Coding Initiative�Correct Coding Solutions LLC�P.O. Box 907�Carmel, IN 46082-0907
Attention:  Niles R. Rosen, M.D., Medical Director and Linda S. Dietz, RHIA, CCS, CCS-P, Coding Specialist

The NCCI manuals or sections of a manual may be purchased from the National Technical Information Service (NTIS) Web site at www.ntis.gov/products/cci.aspx or by contacting them at 1(800) 363-2068 or (703) 605-6060.

http://www.cms.gov/NationalCorrectCodInitEd/�
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Regence CCE

• Regence claim adjudication systems:
• Utilize customized editing rules and Medicare's NCCI as the basis 

for clinical edits.
• Are updated on a quarterly basis to coincide with Medicare’s NCCI 

update.

• Regence CCE code pair edits supplement Medicare's NCCI. 
• Regence CCE code pair edits follow nationally accepted, logical 

and predictable coding principles.
• Regence CCE applies to claims for all lines of business, including 

the BlueCard® Program, Regence MedAdvantage and Federal 
Employee Program (FEP).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CCE also identifies component service codes that are inappropriately reported as separate and distinct services from the comprehensive code. 

  Comprehensive codes not subject to other clinical edits are reimbursed according to the member’s contract benefits.
  Component codes are considered to be included in the comprehensive code.
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Regence CCE 

• Includes Regence-identified additional code pair edits used as a 
supplement to Medicare's NCCI.

• Lists all CCE code pair edits.
• Identifies component service codes that are inappropriately 

reported as separate and distinct services from the 
comprehensive code.

Access the CCE from the Coding Toolkit

View Regence’s CCE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because we serve Medicare and non-Medicare members, Regence has identified additional code pair edits to supplement Medicare‘s NCCI. All supplemental edits are based on guidelines published in the CPT® manual or by CMS.�
Coding changes occurring in the updates are effective for dates of service on or after the installation. Identifies component service codes that are inappropriately reported as separate and distinct services from the comprehensive code.
 
  Comprehensive codes not subject to other clinical edits are reimbursed according to the member’s contract benefits.
  Component codes are considered to be included in the comprehensive code.

Claims for all lines of business, including BlueCard®, Regence MedAdvantage and FEP, use CCE. NCCI logic applies first. Supplemental CCE edit logic will apply when a claim is adjudicated. 


http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/coding-toolkit/correct-code-editor/index.html�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/coding-toolkit/correct-code-editor/index.html�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/coding-toolkit/correct-code-editor/index.html�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/coding-toolkit/correct-code-editor/index.html�
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Code Pair Edit Types

There are two types of code pair edits:
• NCCI edits are used as the basis for clinical edits. NCCI 

identifies pairs of services that normally should not be billed by 
the same physician for the same patient on the same day. It also 
promotes uniformity among the contractors that process 
Medicare claims in interpreting Medicare payment policies.

• Regence CCE edits are additional code pair edits identified by 
Regence to supplement Medicare's NCCI. These code pair edits 
were developed using nationally accepted, logical and 
predictable coding principles. 
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Medicare NCCI Edits

There are two parts to NCCI, which are contained in two 
separate files:
•Mutually Exclusive Edits
•Column 1/Column 2 edits

The Mutually Exclusive Edits table and Column 1 and Column 2 in 
the Correct Coding Edits table include code pairs that should not 
be reported together. 

View the NCCI Coding Policy Manual

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



http://www.cms.gov/NationalCorrectCodInitEd/Downloads/NCCI_Policy_Manual.zip�
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Using NCCI Edits

1. Access the applicable NCCI 
Edits link

2. Click the link that applies to 
the codes on your claim

3. Download a zip file containing .xls
files that includes a reference to 
the modifier key

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Modifier key information.

CMS NCCI Modifier Indicator:
  Value of “1” indicates that if a NCCI-associated modifier is used appropriately, separate payment for the services billed may be considered payable. 
  Value of “0” indicates that separate payment for the services is not allowed.



http://www.cms.gov/NationalCorrectCodInitEd/01_overview.asp�
http://www.cms.gov/NationalCorrectCodInitEd/01_overview.asp�
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Viewing and Searching CCE Documents

View and search each CCE document to determine which code pair
edits, if any, apply to a code.

Open the document and enter the procedure code in the Search field.

If located, the code will be displayed and highlighted.
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Regence Coding Toolkit

The Regence Coding Toolkit contains:

•Add-on codes
•Unlisted codes
•Regence Correct Code Editor 
•Regence Global Periods 
•Codes without allowables
•Medicare’s NCCI bypass modifiers (e.g., Modifiers -25 and -59) 
•Regence Customized and Significant Clinical Edits 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regence claim systems are updated on a quarterly basis to recognize the most recent CPT and HCPCS codes and other code changes.

Please review your CPT and HCPCS coding publications for codes that have been added, deleted, or changed, and use only valid codes.

Please append modifiers to HCPCS and CPT codes only when correct coding indicates a modifier is appropriate. 


http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/coding-toolkit/�
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Clinical Edits

There are two major types of clinical edits - those related to 
reimbursement policy and those related to medical policy.  

All edit types are contained in the Coding Toolkit.  
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Clinical Edits Related to Reimbursement Policy

•Age
•CCE
•Medicare NCCI
•Gender
•Lab Panel
•Same Day

•New Patient
•Follow-up Day
•Unlisted Codes
•Codes without Allowables
•Regence Invalid
•Services not intended to be     

reported by physicians in a 
facility setting

The following edits are related to reimbursement policy:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
. 
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Clinical Edits Related to Medical Policy

The following edits are related to medical policy:

•Cosmetic
•Potentially Cosmetic
•Investigational
•Potentially Investigational
•Medical Necessity
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Regence Clinical Edits by Code lists

• Apply to our group and Individual products
• Indicate if pre-authorization is required
• Includes clinical edits for:

• Regence Invalid
• Investigational (these codes are always investigational)
• Cosmetic (these codes are always cosmetic)
• Potentially Investigational (these codes may be investigational. A 

determination will be made upon review of medical records based on 
our medical policy)

• Potentially Cosmetic (these codes may be cosmetic. A determination will 
be made upon review of medical records based on our medical policy)

• Medical Necessity (these codes must be reviewed with medical records to 
determine if they are medically necessary based on our medical policy)

Note: Please submit medical records for claims that include codes with edit
types requiring them.
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Resources

Thank you for completing this online workshop. We encourage
your feedback or questions via email.

Provider Web Site
• Contact Us
• Coding Toolkit
• Claims and correspondence addresses
• Medical and Reimbursement policies

CMS Web site

mailto:or_provider_communications@regence.com?subject=Online workshop feedback or question�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/contact/�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/coding-toolkit/�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/claims-and-billing/paper-claims/�
http://blue.regence.com/trgmedpol/index.html�
http://www.wa.regence.com/provider/library/policies/reimbursementPolicy/disclaimer.html�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/�
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